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Spring is in the alv! | wake up
in the morning before my
alarm clock goes off, | can
smeell it bn the sweet scent of
flowering Acacia's, the way the
sun olrag his feet before going
down and the early evening
hangs on to the sun's rosy
presence. Wistfully ( stare at
the smallest of clouds wishing
It bnto the flrst summer vain
storm. As always tn Madiiwe

[ thought this was quite nice
and lntevesting for the news
Letter | lknow that we are wot in
the Kkalaharl but at the rate of
desertification we could be part
of It n no thme at all.

This (s an extract from the
book “the Kalaharl awnd its
plants” by Pieter van der walt
§ Ellas le Riche

The origin  of the word
‘Kalaharl’ (Rapler 1972)

Some people presume it to be
derived from the Kalagadi or
Makgadagadi who Live there,
while others belleve it to be a
Tswana word. Thomas Baines
(1864), the well kinown
traveller of days gone by, re-
ports the name as Magalle
galle Karri Kart, which bndi-
cotes that the Hottemtot word
tleari meaning ‘hard’, forms
part of the wname. Burchell
(1€22), on the other hand, uses
Karvtharl, while Moffat
(1252) well known
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ltwas a long, harsh winter.
Sometlmes it feels like such a
thankless environment, when
a wild dog dies after belng the
center of an lmportant project
with so many people putting
tlme andl effort into it, or when
Yow ave fighting a fire and
nature throws a five devil into
the alr and send Yyou running
n another divection!
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mLssLom@, reports that the
Koalagadi  themselves  knew
the reglon as the ‘Koalagare’.
AS eWLg as 1824, however Dr
Andrew Swalth wrote about a
‘alahavl (Kirbg 19329).

Cheers 4 now
Neal

After a phenomenal drive, |
Just wanted to shave this with
everyone L the newslettey:

Due to demands at the Lodge |
ravely get to go out on game
drive anywmore, but | was fortu-
nate enough to be lnvited out
by my two guests to join them
for an afternoon. Despite driv-
ing through the newly bumt
areas, it was one of the most
unbelievable odrives. Own our
way out from Marcela we saw
two large breeding hevds of
elephants, both were very re-
laxed.  Thewn, while we were
walting to catch a glimpse of a
Leopard that had beew seen that
morniing, we saw a brown
hyena slink into the area to

But oh, how sweet that mo-
ment will be when the flrst
rain wash away the dust and
glve much needed Life to veldt
and anbmals, at the same thne
also clearing my head of cob-
welbs and the dust from under
my teeth! Lets hope this
month brings rain and Lots of
it to Madikwe!

Thanks for contributions that
are flooding tnl - M Goosen

try and steal the Rill. e
thought the Leopard would have
disappeaved, but, with a little
patience  from guests
we managed to see the leopard,
but  not the two Yyoung-
sters.  Although the kill was
no longer vistble, we saw the
Leopard leap into the tree, and
asswme its  characteristic
pose, spread along a
branch. we had plenty of time
to view it before it was dis-
turbed by a vehicle and snuck
out of the tree into the Di-
cro. Ow our homeward trip we
saw a pair of slender mongoose
(Interacting) sitting on the
edge of the voad, a honey
badoer, large spotted genet,
small spotted genet and the
Etali's youngsters (the female
youngster still has a wnasty
open wowunol on her back).  AlL
of these sightings were ln the
burnt areas, and /Ltjust goes to
show that you should always
expect  the  wnexpected  and
that we ave really lucky with
the game that we have tn this

ouyr
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reserve. Although many people
are unhappy to do game drives
n the burnt areas, the game
viewing own this occasion was
better thaw any other time of
year. It wasw't the quantity of
sightings that wmade this drive
spectacular, but the quality
and the unusualiness that made
it so special.

Many thanks

Torl Spence
Maroela Tree Lodge

[ would like to thank you for
the success of the trip on Friday
o5th September 2008, the ar-
rangements that you put in
place for us at Madikwe were
exceptional outstanding.

we got to Molatedl gate at
09HL5 and it was all systems
90 from there onwards, the field
guldes were on hand to talk to
the students and teachers,
luneh was delivered on time
and the game drives were infor-
mative anod Lnteresting for the
schools.

twould Like to extend my grati-
tude to you, each and every
person that made that day pos-
stble, all the lodges that helped
out with the game drives and
food packs.

The principal of Olefile High
School, in Pitsedisulejang, Mr
Makgane commendeo North
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west Parks and Touris Board
and sald," Todag yow have
wmade history, it ls the flrst
thme that these children have
been taken anywhere bg any-
one, tlne@ are so extremeg Un-
derprivileged, | don't think even
thelr parents have seen
Madikwe and  we are only
40RIM away!”

This trip not only made thely
day but gave them an opportu-
mtg to experience what they
have only heard or read about.
It is through your help that we
managed to veach out to this
commuwi’cg and gave them a
0105 to remember n Madikwe,
lt was quite sad to see that these
children also travel about 15km
on a dirt voad to and from
school per 0!&15.

If ever there are any charity or
awarewness  projects  at
Madikwe tn future, please con-
sioler the community of Pitsedi-
sulejang.

Many thanks again,

Regards
Natasha

Thanks again to_Jacl’s, Moru-
kurw, Thakadw, etall, Buffalo
Ridge, River Lodge and HilL-
stde for the sponsorships for the

Pitsedisulejang  community
durbng tourism month.
- M Goosen

Dear Magda / Madam Editor

Having read a number of the
published editions of

'Lentswe', we have heard Your
continuous appeal for contribu-
tlons toward the section enti-
tled 'letters to the editor'. we
really Look forwavd to this
wmonthly update as do many of
Your readers and have great
empathy for your cause. it is a
fact that whilst we all have our
own bndividual opinions on
matters, many are reluctant to
put forward such opinions in
writing. call it what you may,
genudine thme constraints, lack
of self confidence, a desive

to remanin on the outsiole Look-
ng n, or worse just plain anod
stimple apathy. (find it tronic
that we as a community of tn-
dividuals driven by similar
goals, be it in conservation or
the hospitality industry, have
diverse view points and tn com-
pany are often bold, outspoien
and at times opinionated and
yet we tend to avold utilising
this medivm to express our-
selves.

[ have two Lssues | wish to bring
to your attention. F'wstng to let
you Rnow that your appeal for
contrtbutions should continue
as there ave those that requive
encouragement to come forward
and shave their story. And
shave thetr story they will, n
tlme. My second is to deal with
the issue of responsibility.
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Comumunication is bg lts very
wnature, two-wa Y - to express
ond to listen. Your appeal (s
for the greater community to
take responsibility and con-
tribute toward our own news-
letter. You in turn as Editor
need to ensure that all contri-
butions ave validated and that
the viewpoints of the inoliviolu-
als ave fully reflected and ve-
spected. wWhilst it might be
necessary for You to edit sueh
contributions & ls essential
that the edits are corvectly done
and that the contribution con-
tinues to make both emotional
and gramumatical sense. There
ls wothlng weore  dishearten-
tng, than for an ndividual to
take up your cause, make a
contribution and find the arti-
cle s edited without due dili-
gence.

Thank you for the sterding
and tiveless effort both You
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and Declan continue to put
into Madikwe.
Kind regards
Shaun Roe and Rodweg
Steijw

Joamala Madikwe Royal Safart
Lodae

The Ldea behind Lentswe Ls not
to  only reflect my
own opinions but alsp that of
other stakeholders. n my de-
fense | can only say that
the wewsletter s done under
sertous thme and staff con-
stralnts by myself and
Declan. We contlnue because
we belief it adds value and we
are passionate to sharve what we
are dolng In Madikwe with
other.  Secondly | am obvi-
ously not a tratned editor n
anyway and English is not
my first language. For future
editions ( will therefore not edit
Letters submitted to ensure that
it reflects

the opinion of the
writer, should | find that the
letter (s wot sultable to be
placed wnedited 1 will not place
it at all. ALL articles will still
be edited as wnecessary. There
has been a suggestion by our
reglonal  wmanager My Peter
Lettner that we should consider
amalgamating  Lentswe with
the Pilanesberg News. The
abovementioned publication is
editeol and printed profession-
ally and we can consioer send-
tng our articles to be tncluded
n that publication. Lentswe
readers, please Let me know how
Yyou feel about this suggestion.

Shaun and Rodweg, thanks
for your continued contribu-
tlons!

Magoa Goosen

THE WOES OF MIDNITE... PART 4

very Little woe this month, suf-
flee to say that she and sScud
remain.  bn the boma. Her
stitehes have beew vemoved after
the fight with the other pack
anol the wound has healed ex-
tremely well. Once again a big
thanks to dr. Greef of Medivet.
Unfortunately for Midnite and
Scuwol the last WAG (Wild dog
advisory group) weeting pre-
sented us with a sad update on
the status of dogs country wide
anot as a vesult therve are no

other dogs available to bond
with them to rebuild a bigger
pack. With this in mind the
two of them will be released
(LLReLg onto Morukuru, because
that” where we caught them) at
the earliest oppovtumtg. wateh
this space...

Declan Hofmeyr

Subsequently to the writing of
this wpdate Midwnite oiedt of
unRnOWN causes. There was a
Lot of effort put lnto this project
and wore than one person are
extremely frustrated and sad-
dened, but these things happen
and | guess Midwnite’s woes s
OVEr NOW.

- M Goosen
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[ cant believe that this time
last year | was still dolng my
best to try and get any fires
going n Madikwe. This year
ls o very different story. ..

The good rains of Last swmmer,
resultant high fuel load and
hot  dry  winds  of wid-
September have all combined to
create a very dangerous fire
envlronment  and  two v
away fires in Madilkwe have
bwrned a considerable section
of the reserve, wostly in the
south east and worth west.

To date although the fires have
not been mapped with a GPs
but at least 21 &50 hectares
has been buwrnt which puts us
Just under owr maximum al-

It is the practice of Madikwe
manfagement  that @mLH
season flres are allowed to
burn {V&&Lg until they burn
themselves out. Ownce a pre-
determined burn  scar (s
reached then further fires
are extinguished (or at the
very least  a best effort is
made) and this s where we
stand now.

Like so many aspects of Life
in Madikwe fire season can
be extremely dramatic and
because it has been sald that
o pletwre s worth a thou-
sand words ULl let the ple-
tures speak for themselves.

- Declan Hofmeyr

lownble aven to be burnt of 22
000 hectares. Obviously the
policy now has changed for the
remainder of the fire season
and all effort will be wmade to
pUt out any further fires.

Above: \Wiirlwinds, or as they've come to be known “Fire
Devils”, can come up at anytime and form because of the
differences n air temeperature between fire fronts. This one
stretehed all the way up to the clowd Lager (as You can see
by the size of vehicle included for scale) and picked up
burning elephant dung as well as substantial burning
logs and deposited them, fortunately, on an already burnt
area. The reason that this one is black is because its alrendy
over the burnt avea and is picking up ash. Prior to this an-
other blew through that picked wp flames, sending them
tens of meters tnto the sky, jumping the existing front and
started another fire trapping lodge staff that were battling
the blaze. Tha V\,R‘l[MLLM nwo one was hurt. (b /—mfmcy/f)

Abpve: This photo was taken at Little after midday from inside my
vehicle. The game viewer is a mere three or so meters in front of my
vehicle and one can clearly see that vond itself is completely ob-
seured a Little past the front of the game viewer. Its for this veason
that one has to be so careful when driving in among the flames
and smoke and make sure that one doesn't speed. The last thing
you need is to have an aceldent in the path of a raging inferno.

D Hofmeyr
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Above: \With some of the blg blocks tn Madikwe we get big fronts. The five front tn
this picture is nearly & ks long from the Central Enselberg back to Mistral vond.
D Hofumeyr

Above: And finally... just to show that aside from scary, destructive and hot fires can
also be truly beautiful. Natures television and fireworks shows... D Hofimeyr
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HYENA MONITORING.

(t's been just over a wonth now
since we collaved a female spot-
ted hyena at the den on air-
strip rond and things are go-
tng well. she has been named
Sencn weaning  “searching”,
in view of the time spent
searching for her.

Before going further | would
like to highlight some of the
reasons for wonltoring these
anlmals.

® The first and probably the
most Lmportant reason Is to
determine how wuch bmpact
hyewnas are having  on
Madikwe's prey base, as we
already know they are Rilling,
Just not sure how much.

Above: Sencn ot the den with a Young cub

] Secodeg, to try and de-
termine the numbers of hye-
nas ano possib% how many
clans.

®  Totry and get some un-
devstanding  of the genetic
variation and dLversLtg
amongst  Madikwe's  hyena
population.

e To learn wore about the
relationships and lnteractions
between.  spotted  and  brown
Mgewas.

[ have no doubt we will Learn @ appve: Senca’s new collar being fitted
Lot of other related and wnre-

Lated things as well.
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About Senca and her clan
Senen s a6
year old  fe-
male welghing
close to Fokg.

She is the Ma-
triaveh of the
clan and has
successfully
bred = Litters of
cubs. Of the
three  Litters
only one cub
survives  from
each of the
first two. The
survivor of the
first Litter s
nwow a éjOl/tl/\/@
aoult and i<
easily  recog-
nisable by its
missing back
right foot after an encounter
with a Llion about a year back.
The secondd cub s still at the
den and (s estimated to be 5
mownths olol. The third Llitter is
still at the den and consists of
4 cubs about & weeks olod. One
of the youngest cubs was re-
cently killed by its siblings.

Theve are 4 adults at the den,
= females and 1 male.

1 sub-adult, approx 1€ months.
2 cubs, approx 5 months.

= cubs, approx & weeks.

Above: Y oung cub mimdics older stbling

we have also woted that the
hyenas are not golng out as a
hunting  party in the eve-
nings, but rather all golng tn
separate divections like brown
hyenns. Should they come
across something of interest
they make vallying calls and
call the vest of the clan in. n
the past month they have made
3 conflrmed kills, one of witch
they lost to lions on Matlopl
North.

if the hyenas are full they
dont temd to wove further
than Tswasa pan for a drink,
however

if they are hungry or patrol-
ling territory they have been
vecorded woving up to north-
e vlver vomd, west  lnto
Madikwe plains  and  south
into the Magageng block (an
arvea of approximately 10 000
hectares).

Awnother nteresting thing we
have woticed ls that she will
only allow one cub to suckle
from her, indicating that she
is helping the strongest (or
wenkest) one or that the other
two cubs could possibly e
wothered by one of the other
females.
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Hopefully we will be able to
answer that question soon.

We shoulol feel very privileged
to witness such an in depth
insight lnto the Lives of spotted
hyenas.

would finally like to mention
that we are planning to start
wmonitoring brown hyenas as
well, and for your interest
there ls a new Llitter of cubs at
the den tn Ambush alley. |
would Like to thank all of the
people bnvolved thus far, for
thelr thme, havd work and Late
nights  and  should  anyone
wish to know wore or perhaps
like to come and give us a
hawd, please feel free to contact
me.

Above: Senen chasing one of the cubs away

Photographs: Greg Smith § Brian de

C(mchg
Text: Brian de Gruchy

Above: Hyenas doing what hyenas oo!

Above: 5 nmonth brown hyenn, Ambush alley den
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Glaol to veport that our Local HO did not become front page news
but survived an ordeal with the Seretl female without any injuries
- except maybe to his ego - wever diol a fiercer female challenge
him Like that! Craig ULl cateh Lions with you anytime! (No ani-
mals has been hurt either and she is up and about again!)

The Editor

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and do
not in anyway reflect the official view of the North West Parks and
Tourism Board.

Madikwe Game Reserve
PO Box 10
Nietverdiend
2874

Phone: 018-350-9931/2
Fax: 018-350-9933
Email: madikweadmin@telkomsa.net
Remember... all previous issues are available online at
www.madikwe-game-reserve.co.za
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