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EDITORIAL

[ guess the main difference between
humans and wature s found i the
way we handle change. Other than in
a watural  enwvirowment change in
terms of human nature seems to be
something that we want to vesist at
all cost. Micro as well as wacro
changes oceur Ln an ecosystem on a
contlnuous base through seconds,
mlnutes, dags, weeks and eons but if
[ hear something has to change | get
upset and start dwelling for hours on
all that can go wrong—or for that
matter go right. For me this was em-
phasized after visiting the south coast
avea the week after serious floods
caused extensive damage to beaches,
tourism bnfrastructure and other.

Bverywhere You go people discussed
the damage to wmain  beaches where
thousands of tourists used to gather
to sun bathe and swim. Some beaches
disappeared totally and 1 have to
chuckele about earth’s way of cleaning
her closet. No one seems to vealize that
new beaches were formeo where previ-
ously nowne existed and areas that had
been seriously polluted before have
been swept clean. £ made we aware
that even though we might think we
are managing a natwral arvea and
that we are in control of it that might
not always be the case-except for the
fact that disease, wind, water or fire
can change the system to what we

See as an undestrable state we can sel-
dom predict accurately what the conse-
quences of our management declsions
will be. Therefore we braitnstorm, we
search the tnternet; we research and we
ask advise of so called experts before
making these decisions.

n the end it's all about adaptive man-
agement...thinking through your deci-
stons, taking awn educated
guess...lkeeplng  Your thumbs crossed
and  staying hwmble...knowing that
ultimately you cannot control nature -

ow that wnote during this wonth we
have been introducing game (mpala—
795, Blue wildebeest—501  and
Kudu—z36), burning flres and fire-
breaks, capturing wild dogs and doing
what we believe is appropriate to the best
of our knowledge...

[ am struggling to Keep our Letter sec-
tlon alive. Remember this is the forum
where You can have your say! Send
Your letters to: mgoosen@telkRomsa.net

or
dho{m@g r@telloomsa.net

Hope You all ewjog this months edition
of Lentswe la Madikwe!

Magda Goosen
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LETTERS

[ have heard wmany stories about the
famous jungle Lane but on the 21 § 22
May | got to experience it flrst hand!
on Frldag Cralg, Declan, Kevin and
myself went down to the jungle lane
shooting range with targets tn hand.
We spent the entire day hiding static
targets and pop up targets waking
sure any expertenced gulde will get a
quicker heart beat. According to
Declan this was probably one of the
most exciting jungle lanes he has
seen. Saturday morning started with
a slightly nervous Brad from Taw, he
was the first to experience this jungle
Lane- and experience it he did! He emp-
tied his magazine on the first two pop
up targets and | think his heart rate
was well above nwormal. He assured us
he had enough rounds to continue and
he carvied out the vest of the jungle
lane with style and confidence. How-
ever he was wicknamed John Rambo
for the rest of the weekend. Owne of the
highlights on saturday wmorning was
wynand from Tau. As most of Yyou
know he s about 12 ft = and he spot-
teol wost of our targets over the trees.
At the end of the jungle lane Kevin
and Croig decided to place a poacher
taroet, for a bit of a difference. Wwell
all of us were completely blown away
when wynand got o fright and did a
triple turn avound Leap tn one breathe!!
He would have put a Lot of high jump
athletes to shame! The poacher at the
end gave the evaluators a bit of a
laugh as wost of the guides diod not
really know what to do so the expres-
stons and actions were unforgettable.

Needless to say that the poor poacher nleke-
named samson was sereamed at and shot
at all weekend.

own Saturday afternoon we had the pleas-
wre of seeing four field vangers go
through the evaluation, more poachers were
placed up and off we went. | know that
they had a wonderful time and a great
experience, and | wouldn't like to be a
poacher with these guys shooting at we.
TK from Bravo 1 was another experience
all together, the ranogers are told to handle
this as they would a normal walke with
normal guests. Well TR sure handleo us.
At one pop up target (the famous Leopard)
he asked us to move back, (after listening
to every gulde say wmove back we eventu-
aLLM started to stay still) well TR did not
oppreciate this and swiveled arownd and
n o demanding voice satd “well are you
Just going to stand there????” well we
moved- anol pretty fast too! Brad lost the
nick name of John Rambo as soom as we
sent Declan through the evaluation but

HAVE
YOUR
SAY!

because he had already seen the Junle s —

Lawne as it was Latd out on sunday Cralg,
Kevin and | moved the targets around in
such a wmanner that even if You knew
where the targets were You would still
Jump. Declan set off with determination
and a plan- to kIl everything in sight!
Poor Soawmson had wo chance as Cralg
shouted “he’s shooting, he's shooting”
Declan did a stylish stop, duck, and roll
to reload and fire. | think everyone en-
Joyed this jungle lane, and | can't wait
till the next time!

- Gewuma Hattlngh § Kevin Linforth
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MADIKWE SECURITY OPERATION

Between the 139 and 179 of this wmonth peo-
ple passing Tswasa would have been excused
Lf they thought perhaps that a tent town had
sprung up tn front of my house. It was in
fact something far more intlmidating as the
North  west parks and Tourism Board
Counter Poaching Unit led by Rusty Hus-
tler, our head of Resource Protection, de-
scended on the reserve along with 7 vehicles,
2 wlerolights, a wobile vadio repeater and
enough arms and ammunition to satisfy
any gun-ophile.

we all kinow that we Live tn lnteresting tinmes
anol with the rising fuel price fooo costs go
wp. Combine that with an increasing refugee
crisis from our worthern weighbors and ('me
sure everyone will appreciate the need for, for-
tunately in our case, mostly preemptive ac-
tivities to emsure that our Madikwe remaing
the safe ano comfortable place we all love so
much.

The wnit itself is made up of NWPSTEB mem-
bers as well as members of the SAPS and
other government departments and while not
based in any particular reserve they work
across all 14 of owr protected areas as well as
associated land (eg: Sebele which we are
mandated to protect even though it lsn't one
of owr properties).

Over the course of the 4 days the following
sucecesses were achieveo:

18 snares werve found and removeol (mostly
in the viverine arvea between the eastern fence
and the river).

1 drying rack was recovered (found tn the viv-
evine between the eastern fence and the river.

1 person apprehended and removed from the ve-
sevve for drunk driving.

1 person apprehended on suspected poaching
with the assistance of the microlights (in the
same viverine area as wmentioned above) but ve-
leased once it was proved that he was bwnocent
and just in the wrong place at the wrong time.

2 injured white vhino were followed up on from
the alr (ong one was found uw{ortuwatetg).

Awn aerial fence patrol was conducted.

Notes weve wmadle of a variety of offences related
to health, safety and environmental laws
(pmticumrtg ln staff villages and on the two
construction camps) which will be followed up
on between us and the relevant concessionalires,
companies and government departments.

Assistance (along with jacl's ano Morukuru)
in captuwring and translocating an tnjuredt
wild dog (See “The Woes of Midnight” in this
lssue).

Above: Rusty leads a CPU patrol on the Rant dur-
ing the sweep (Photo: R. Barnes)
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SECURITY OPERATION (CONT)

AlL b all a successful four days.

[t ls wot possible, with the Llimited
manpower, to cover the entive reserve
in such a short time anod future opern-
tlons will occur L areas wot covered
during these four days. These opera-
tlons are wot done with the tntention
of inconvenlencing anyone (other
than lawbreakers) but uw{or’cuwate%
this does ocaaséowattg hoappen. It is
hoped however that everyone appreci-
ates the fact that ln order to ensure
that Madikwe remains a long term
safe and successful environment to
live in we wneed to acknowledge that
while so many threats to our personal
well belng remain outsioe our reserve
boumda@ there will be occasional
overflow. Fortunately this has not had
any major consequences tnside
Madikwe to date (unlilke so many
other veserves around the country
where poaching is comumercial, Mgam—
ings happen inside the boundaries
and doors must remain continually
Locked) and we have no wish or destre
to allow it to get to that state so long
as we can do av%t)/liw@ to prevent it.

Unfortunately, like any high risk
activity, there can be casualties. For-
tunately though the only one this
tlme was Rusty’s arms as he dectded
in his confident way that elephants
aren't the owtg antmals that can

storm stratght through Dichrostachys
thickets.

Above: Rusty shows off his injuries after convincing
a thorn bush to step aside (Photo: R. Barnes)

Shortly after the counter poaching op-
eration Rusty endured an operation of
a different kino as he went under the
lenife to have wmajor lkenee surgery. wWe
ot Lentswe as well as, we belleve, all the
residents of Madikwe wish him n
speedg and smooth recovery.

- Declan Ho{megv
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FIRE SEASON

Madikwe's flre season has begun in earnest The objectives of burning in Madikwe are:
this month with approximately = 500 hee-
tares already burnt (the largest buwn being
east of the Enselbergs to Tlow daw at 1 575
hectaves). The total to be burnt in Madikkwe To Liprove forage quality
has wot been finalized yet as the fuel Load
analyses tsn't complete but with the excep-
tional vains of the last season it is likely to To protect infrastructure
e well over 10 000 hectares.

To veduce and break wp fuel loads to prevent
huge Late season wildl fires

To prowwote game viewing tn the park,

Over and above the formally stated objectives
as laiol out above fires also Lnerease swall
mammal populations in the long term and ave
used to alter structure (as anyone who remem-
bers the aren wnorth of Pipeline opposite Tlou
Plains before the big five of some years back).

In order to achleve these objectives the proposed
approach is to have as many fires as posstble in
the early part of the season (up to the end of
July), and to break-up the fuel loads with a
large vaumber of small fires spread over the en-
tive park. This tnvolves initially targeting ar-
eas with high fuel loads. The fires themselves
are placed as point or Line Lgnitions which re-
duces the visk of heat vortexes forming when
two fromts burn bnto each other. Heat vortexes
super-heat the alr between two approaching
fronts extinguishing the fire in the process but
also creating such hot alr that very Little sur-
vives once the fire Ls out. Such fires can be used
for Limited bush control but are unsuitable for
Madiiewe's purposes where a heterogeneous vege-
tatlon structure is required.

Above: Massimo link burns. Though putting on
an bmpressive night thme display this fire only
burnt 200 heetares. (Photo: B. Hofmeyr)

This year's flres will be concentrated in the
north east, north west and south centval arveas
of the veserve.

- D HOFMEYR
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THE WOES OF MIDNIGHT

Some people seem for all intents and pur- SEERE =
poses destined to Live lives Less ordinary than (S
others. It seems that in the case of wild dogs |
this also happens as the owgoing saga of
Midnight, the alpha female of the Collection
Pack, evidences.

AS pre\/uous% reported Ln Lentshwe (October |
2007) Midnight wmanaged to oget herself
stuck up a tree while trying to scavenge off a
leopavd RILL. After being rescued from that
sttuation she survived wot one but two at-
tacks from the Dwarsberg pack that resulted
in 63% percent of her fellow pack members
being Rkilled and went on to not only retain
her alpha status but successfully produce o
Litter of pups that weve born on or about t h
2z of May. She, Scud and Junkie (the other
survivors of the attacks) were dolng well to
raise the pups when it seems lions paid her
and her pups an unexpected visit.

Above: Midnight (in the sling) is recovered from the
veldl post darting to be transported to Medivet in
Thabazimbt. (Photo: C vd Berg)

had votted completely away which means she
can wnever hiceup again but after two hours on
the operating table, three weeks tn recovery and
173 stitehes tn total she could be brought back
to Madilkwe where she has been placed b the

No one saw the event sp it s not known Llon Bowma to be rebonded with her pack which
whether she was defending her pups or was ts hopefully what we will be able to report on
caught by surprise but she was badly bitten successfully in the next issue of Lentswe,

on her neck and head. By the 154 of june the
infection was so bad all her wilk had ovried
up and the pups had all starved to death and
stiee it was clear she was golng to die it was
declded that we would nterfere (a practice we
normally reserve only for huwman inflicted
injuries). Midnight was caught on the 16
and quickly rushed to Medivet in Thaba-
zimbl. on avrival tn Thabazimbl she was
tmmedintely operated on by wo less than
three vets. Her lnjuries were far wmore exten-
sive than was first thought and so much
flesh had votted away that her jugular and
her trachea were vistble. Her phvenic nerve

—D Hofme yr

Above: Midnight on the operating table with lead vet
and owner of Medlivet, Br. Loule Greed, supervising her

operation. (Photo: Cvd Ber
]
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PREDATOR BIODIVERSITY PROJECT

The Predator Blodiversity Projects flrst at-
tempts to radio collar jackal in Madikwe were
filled with the pre-conception that this would
wot be too difficult. So it was with the help of
Stephen Dell — Madikwe Fleld Ecologist at
that thme - that we dragoed a dead wildebeest
careass across the Madikwe plains with the
ilea of placlng it at a suitable spot from
which we werve golng to darvt and radio collar
Jackals.

The plan was to radio collar jackals only Liv-
ing around the Madikwe plains as, by all
accounts, here was probably the largest con-
centration of jackals in Madikwe and we
wanted to researvch the tevvitorial Lnteractions
of jackal family groups in specifically one
aven of the park.

n essence we wanted to see f tervitorinl
Jackal pairs have any influence on non-
family tndividuals from entering or resid-
ing in thelr tevvitories. If this was so then we
could illustrate beyond doubt that by allow-
ing territorial patrs and thelr family group
to co-tnhabit farmland a farmer would Limit
Jackal nwmbers on his farnm and thereby
Limit damage caused by jackals to his live-
stock be they sheep, cattle or game. Plainly
spoken a herol of springbok or sheep would
then only be subjected to possible predation
from a family group of jackals and wot
every jackal that may wish to “attend” the
food supply so to speak that’s if jackal terri-
torlality was to have any value to the farmer
at all.

The initial steps of our plan to dart anol radio
collar Madikwe jackals went extremely well
with Stephen reporting that he had at least &
Jackals following the carcass whilst it was be-
ng dragoed along Western Platns Road anol
so | coneurved this was golng to be easy - |
mean the jackals on the Madikwe plains are
extremely habituated to vehicles it woulel just
stmply be a wmatter of darting accurately.

The flrst careass was placed close to the inter-
seets of Western Plains Road and Fly Road
(for those familiar with Madikwe Roads) and
that's where our expectations were slowly but
surely driven into the Madikwe dust for no
jackals, no wot one, approached the wildebeest
carenss after we stopped the “drag”..

Of course | should have kinown better - having
workeol with jackals on the farmland for over 5
years jackals are renowned for thelr Neophobia
- an aversion to anything strange - and the
wildebeest carcass was definitely “strange’.
Yes here was a very edible wildebeest carcass
but it had some “downers” firstly it smelt of
humans as we had all touched the carcass
whilst attaching the drag ropes secondly our
two vehicles weve parked within the “darting”
distance of +- 15metres from the carcass ano
thirdly there were no Lions around the carcass.
Evidently to a jackals wmind this was indeed
‘strange” and to be avolded despite thelr ha-
bituation to the Madikwe vehicle traffic!!
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PREDATOR BIODIVERSITY PROJECT (CONT)

Bventually at avound about widnight a
Brown hyena came to the rescue and started
to feed on the carcass. This wade the situa-
tion a Little more normal and jackal frienoly
and eventually 3 jackals approached of
which one )13, became the first Madikwe
Jackal to be darteol and vadio collared. Fortu-
nately J13 was an “excellent” darting for the
Projects purposes and turneo out to be a tervi-
torial wmale jackal with a centre cove aren close
to the wWest side of the Platns and a regular
range over the middle of the same. It was n-
deed exciting to see him trottlng over the
plains doing his bowndary patrols followed
by or following his female only a few days
after radio collaring.

over a perlod of a few wonths several car-
casses were draggeot and placed tn different
areas avound the Madikwe Plains whenever
the opportunity presented itself however we
eventually gave up the idea as the jackals
became progressively resistant to approach-
bng the carcasses. n fact the final two blows
to owr attempted jackal dartings from
‘dragged” carcasses were delivered to us on
Noorl Road. Here not one jackal approached
these last two attempts and we spent 2
nights on each careass staving at the black-
ness of the night — not a jackal tn sight. This
Jackal vesistance to approaching objects that
they suspect may Lead to a bad experience fits
in perfectly with jackal behaviour experienced
on farms countrywide for over 350 Years
this is just why they have survived.

n this tnstant the jackal from all over the
Madikwe plains had learnt that carcasses with
a green bakkie parked 15 metres from the same
spelt bad news!!

So we vresolved to only attempt jackal
‘dartings” at natweal Rills. This strategy has
really testeo our resilience over the last = years.
Firstly Rills do ot  happen  around  the
Madikwe plains every night! Sometimes over a
month passes before an approachable RILL oppor-
tunity presents itself. Secondly once a Rill is
made You have to wait for the lions to leave the
Il before you can dart the jackal otherwise
there is a good chance of a lion Rilling na
drugged darted jackal Thirdly and once again
back to the jackal’s extreme cunning - you
have to be able to get to within 10-15 wetres of
a jackal to dart the same. Unfortunately for us
we wneeded to dart tervitorial jackals and this
comes with the “resistance” price tag par none -
for tervitorial jackals oo not acauire this status
without some very solid credentials...... to be
continueo next lssue

13 controlling a carcass on the Madikewe
Platins

- Rob Harvison White
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The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors
and do not in anyway reflect the official view of the North West
Parks and Tourism Board.

Madikwe Game Reserve
PO Box 10
Nietverdiend
2874

Phone: 018-350-9931/2
Fax: 018-350-9933
Email: madikweadmin@telkomsa.net
Remember... all previous issues are available
online at
www.madikwe-game-reserve.co.za
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