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FROM THE PARK MANAGERS DESK—Magda Goosen

There ave things in Life that you love to do
and there are things that you have to
do...the challenge is finding a way to love
not only those things that you love to do
but also loving those annoying Little things
that you have to do! it is easy to love what
we —the Madikwe stakeholders— arve doing,
when we ave veading these incredible stories
such as our old friend Scud’s adventure,
when we are out chasing rhino’s and experi-

encing Life in the bush.

The challenge come when we have to do the
not so nice things and still be able to say- |
love Lkl Tlmes of disagreements where vari-
ous outlooks on the sawme thing con cause
annoyance, conflict and general O{Lsarmg.
Madikwe has become the creature that it is
because of this variety of inputs and contri-
butions from all stakeholoers! Thervefore we
should also be accepting of the things that
ave Less pleasant to do...

On a different note we are entering an ex-
tremely busy perlod in Madikwe. Consioer-
ing the little wip in the air early in the
worning it Ls clear to we that there are not
to much left of summer before the season
Will turn. Bven though no official capture/
introductions programs have been finalized

yet early indications are that we are going

n the technical department we have started
with two huge contracts - one belng the air-
strip upgrade and the other the roads tender.
n other departments we have been sending
staff and espectally conservation staff to the
SA wildlife college for further tratning, this
place even wore pressure on already dwin-
dling staff numbers but the end result com-
pensate with wore wotivated staff that ave

reaoly to be the foot soldiers of conservation.

Seeurity wise we have completed the 2010 se-
curilty work shop and we are working closely
with SAPS and other departments of govern-
ment to ensure a safe oestination for our visi-
tors. You will also be seelng weore vistble polic-
ing in the park and this is part of our action
plan to ensure rhino security and general se-

cuwitg n the park.

Hope You enjoy this addition of Lentswe and
thanks again to everyone that has contrib-
wted!

Actlng Park Manager
Magda Goosen
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WILD DOGS AT WORK— Jaco BekRRker

The wmorning started off as any other. It
was bone chillingly cold and a ruthless
“Afriarvctie” wind cut through our bodies
ns we prepared ourselves for the morming
game drive. The best thing about a cold
winter's morning is a warm cup of coffee
and the piping hot anticipation that radi-
ates from both guest and ranger alike.
what {s waiting for us today?

we set off Looking like Eskimo’s to con-
front the African dawn. At first things
were quiet, too quiet for my Liking but we
pushed on looking for fresh signs of any
activity. We found some glraffe standing
in the now risen sun, soaring up every
last Little dvop of sunlight to thaw out
the colal.

from previous

night's

MY radio crack-
led ownce, twice,
wothing  come
through | could
understand.
Then as if the
finally
woke up, the call
Louot

clear. wWild odogs

radio

was and
are on the pta’ms
anol are set for
the hunt.

I swung my vehicle around and headed
straight  towards  them. Nicholas found
them andl just before | arrived he announcedt
that they had set off at great speed after an
ostrich. Soon after | arvived close to where
they were last seen [ had to slam on my
brakes. Like Lightning an adult Wildebeest
anol a sub-adult came out of the bush run-
ning Like the devil himself was after them.
After a closer Look | saw that there were three
devils after them, they were in close pursuit
and gaining quickly on the now exhausted
animals. They disappeared from view and
not long after we coulo hear the distress

calls.

Below: Three wild dogs cateh the flrst
wildebeest calf (Photo: ). Bekker)
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WILD DOGS AT WORK— ). Bekieer

They got hold of the sub-ndult wildebeest
not far from us. Then another distress call,
as confusing as it was | realised that they
had gotten another one. As the pack pursued
the ostrich they had stumbled across a herd
of wildebeest with youngsters. n the confu-
ston the herd split up and so did the dogs,
leaving the ostrich to a lucky escape. Bven-
tually with their unbelievable staming they
ran dowwn two sub-adult wildebeests, one in
the central part of the plains and the other
in the eastern part. [ arvived at the one in the
central part where a most disturbing scene
awnaited wme. Raw nature was playing out
right tn front of us. The wildebeest eventu-
ally collapsed as a vesult of blood loss and
shock and wot five minutes after his death
the first scavenger arrived on the sceme. The
hyena was timid at first because he knew he

was alone and the wild dog could easily

Left: with an
amazing dis-
play of submis-
ston the spotted
hyena man-
aged to get n o
few mouthfils
(Photo: ). Bek-
ker)

" | i
cSepadl ; e

chase him off. The dogs did chase him on

several occasions, but bn the most wnbe-
Lievable show of submission and through
some good acting he got onto the RILL and
oot a bite or two from the one side as the
dogs were feeding from the other. He was
masterful tn his approach. The Hyena is a
scavenger, hunter and apparently Brad
Pitt, without the looks. Nowe the less he
oot what he wanted.

But the feast was to be short lived in the
end. With the amnazing amount of nolse
that the whole sceme generated it was wot
too long before the veal boss arvived. While
we were watching, the dogs scattered in
all divections and werve gone in five sec-
onds. wWith owtg the hgewa remaining,
an unmistakable shape was emerging
from the tree Line...

As she came out of the bush the Lioness’s
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WILD DOGS AT WORK— ). BeRker

focus fell on the hyenn and with no hesi-  The dogs got what they came for and with
tatlon she chavged at full speed after him.  bellies full they returned to the pupples that
L can tell you this; you don't know how  afternoon. [ was waiting for them at the den
fast a liow Is until you have seen it charg-  knowing that they would bring back a
ing with intentlon with your own eyes. If - “doggy bag” for the pups. One by one they
that hyewn didn't have a head start of  arrived at the den and stavted regurgitat-
200m he would have been toast. She came  ing huge chunks of meat for the hungry
back a wmoment later and took what was — and begging little puppies. Happy and sati-
left of the carcass to the nearby shade and  ated they all settled down and caught wp

enjoyed the spoils of war. with some well deserved sleep. Wwow!

Above: ..a woment Later the Lioness returned and took what was Left of the carcass to the
nearby shade to enjoy the spoils of war. (Photo: ). Bekkier)
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RHINO RUNAROUND—Carmen vol Berg,

Being at the right thme and the right place
counts for many of the great sightings
and spectal adventures | have had n
Madikwe and Late Last year this proved to
be no exception.

A radio call came through just after Fam
from one of the Tswasa water Schewme
staff wembers that he hao seen two black
rhino on the bovder voad... outside the
Madiiewe fencelll This obviously gener-
ated an Lmmediate veaction from Parks
Board and Magda, Thomas, Declan and
myself raced out there to assist. Donovan
from  Hillside Lodge and Johan from
Nogau, belng the closest available Lodges,
were already theve. After a quick phone
call to captain Evasmus from the Derole-
poort Border Police a voadblock was set up

on both sides of the vhino, the alm of which
was to prevent them from being stressed by
passing traffic and possibly  running
through the international border fence
straight into Botswana  (Like a certain
cheetah did tn september 2002 (see the Oc-
tober 200€ Lentswe Lo Madikwe available
online at www.madikwe-game-resenve.co.zo
for that whole story - ED)).

On arvival, we saw, to our lmmense velief
that these were two white vhino, an adult
female and a sub-ndult male. This did not
make the situation any less critieal, but it
does help that white rhino are generally Less
aggressive and  therefore less  Likely to
charge and dawmage the vehicles that were
blocking off the road on both sides. There
was a veport that one of the rhino seemed to

Above: A park managers nightmare... two white rhinos running down an international
border, on the Left of the voad tn the picture is Botswana and ow the right is Madikwe.
Both antmals ave still in South Africa but the helicopter is actually flying in Botswana

atrspace! (Photo: C vd Berg)
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RHINO RUNAROUND — C. Vol Berg

hove an ’mng on [t's
head so the decision was
wmade to dart both ani-
mals and  wallke them
back nto Madikwe af-
ter they were inspected
by a vet. A helicopter
with a vet was dis-
patched  from  Thaba-
zlmlbt and arrived about
2 hours later. wWhile
waiting for the helicop-
ter, a section of the fence §
was dropped so that the
rhino could be escorted

back tnto the Parlke.

As the helicopter flew over the rhino, the vet
checked the ’mng, whieh seemed to be
nothing more than a possible scratch from
breaking through the femce, and lnsteaot
of darting the animals; they were chased
back to the dropped section of the fence
with the helicopter

and  back
Madikwe  without
any problems. on
further investiga-
tion we found a
massive hole tn the
fence about three ¥
Rilometers east of
where  the  rhino
were. It seems that
the female and her
sub-adult  male
calf werve chaseol
right through the

nto

Above: Not an advert for Toyota but a road
block to prevent the two rhino from heading
to Botswana (Photo: C vd Berg)

Below: Finally the wmother and calf re-
turned to Madikwe through the hole tn the
fence that had beew prepared by Johan, Don
and the fencing team (Photo: C vo Berg)
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RHINO RUNAROUND — C. Vol Berg

fence by the dominant bull in the area. Most Likely he had tried to wmate with the cow and
the younger bull had gotten in the way. He would've attacked the young bull and in the
ruckus of the cow defending her youngster they were pushed through the fence. tt's fortu-
nate that the older bull didn't follow them because he would most Likely have pushed
them through the Botswana boroler fence as well but as it turned out it was another suc-

cessful end to what coulol have beew a disaster.

RHINO NOTCHING — Declan Hofmeyr

Above: William Jay and members of the Momen-
tum Group pose with the freshly notehed vhino
just before the anesthetic ovug was reversed and
he went on his way. (Photo: C vd Berg)

Madikwe management want to say a
big thank you to willlam Jay of the
NWPT® Honory Officers Assoclation
for facilitating the sponsorship of a
rhino notching exercise in Madikwe at
the end of 2009. The exercise, spon-
sored by Momentum, forms part of a
plan to enswre that all of Madikwe’s
rhinos recelve thelr unigque wotching
pattern as well as wicrochips Ln thelr
horns. This Ls essential in light of the
ever growlng threat to our countries
rhino  populations (1€ vhino  were
poached tn South Africa in January
2010 alone—ED). With contlinued
pressure on public flnances and gov-
ernment funding it is through the
assistance of public/ private partner-
ships like this that the national asset
that s South Africa’s rhino popula-
tlon wWill vemain safe for future gen-
erations. Speclal thanks must also go
to Daniel Nkoe, Carmen vd Berg and
Craig Catton for invalunble facilita-
tlon on the day with an extra special
thanks to Dr. Bmuma Rambert for pro-
viding veterinary assistance at cost.
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SCUD, THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES—
Declan Hofmeyr

Scud, the wild dog with wmore thawn 9 Lives,
Ls still alive and going strong though it's
not for lack of close calls tn the last few
months.

Adfter successfully having his second Lit-
ter of pups in May 2009 with starlight,
previously of the Dwarsberg pack (see
May 2009 Lenstwe Lo Madikwe and other
previous  lssues  available  online at
www.madikwe-game-reserve.co.za for the
full story—©€D) it seemed that fote was
once again going to deal him another poor
hand
form  of a
before |

recovded

n the
never

event n wild
dog ecology.
n wmid July
2009 he was
seen -
nwing  down
quinea Fowl
heaol-

south

Road
ng
away  from
the densite.
He was hoo-calling (a type of contact call)
and wasw't Looking back.

This was unusual tn itself but what Mare
Lindsay-rae of Madikewe Safari Lodge de-
scribes seebng the next day had never been
witnessed before.

“l was at the New Collection Pack den site
Late that evenlng watching the three females
and the pups,” Mare explains, “I wondered
where Scud was but it was only when six
males from the other pack, the Dwarsberg
Pack, arrived did ( vealise something was
wrong. As these six males approached [ hon-

esttg thought | was golng to witness a

Above: One of the “Dwarsberg Six” vegurgi-
tate for Scuds pupples (Photo: ). Bekker)




PAGE 10 JANUARY 2010

SCUD, THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES—D. Hofmeyr

massacre. nstead the six males ran up to Not content with just surviving our Scud,
the pups and regurgitated wment for them  because | finmly believe that this wild dog
anol the females.” has wedged himself a special place tn all our

hearts, set out to find a new pack. Some-

(t seems what had happened was that the ’
time around the 25th of October 2009 he

six males, brothers to Starlight (mother of )
met up with the Dwarsberg pack wow Leader-

the pups), Lady and Tick had evicted )
less  with  wo  wore wales  after  the

Scud the day before and adopted thelr sis- ) )
‘Dwarsberg Six” left the pack n_june and

ter's pups. It has been recorded in wild ’ ) )
) evicted Scud n July. Seeing the gap he

dogs of stblings rejoining stbling break- )
stepped in and by the 31st of October he was

away packs after pups have been born but
J7 frer puep e Alpha Male of his thivd different pack tn as

they don't normally feed their siblings

Wtﬂl/\lg M&W(S.

PuUps unless they were with the pack dur-
ing the birthing period. Fortunately for
Scud and his pups Madilewe seevns to re-
felect that old saying about Africa... out
of Madikwe there’s always something

NEW.

As for Scud... well he disappeared for
nearly & wmonth. He was seen twice in the
next few days heading south but after
that it was only in late August that he
was seen again and n the unassuming
fashion that has become so typleal of this
wild dog he casually showed up in front
of game odrives one evening in the Won-
derboom wode, far in the west and some

40 Riloweters from where he was last seen

a month previously with an tmpala kill at RN v g, -

his feet looking nome the worse for wear. |Above: Scud, tn the foreground with the
radio collar, still alive but no doubt a few
lives shovter... (Photo: M L’w»dsag— r=ae)
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SUNSET AT RONDAVEL CLEARING—Carmen vd Berg

The sun had just dropped behing the mown-
tains as we sat quietly waiting for the Li-
ons to stiv. We had seen the Lenyalo pride
eavlier and they were Looking at the wilde-
beest and impala that were grazing on the
clearings a distance away. But it was still
too light for them to try and move closer
without belng woticed, <o they patlewttg
waited for darkness to bring cover from the
ever-vigilant eyes of the impala.

As we sat in the gathering dusk, a small
animal popped out of a hole tn the grass
next to us. The large round ears Looked Like
those of o bat eaved fox, but closer inspec-
tlon with the binoculars, revealed an aavol-
wolf. Guests (and guldes) seldom see this
strictly noctuwnal, very shy creature in ac-
tlon as they forage for termites, their sole
food source. There was great excitement on
the vehicle, and even though we couldd not
photograph it, we were still able to enjoy his
presence while we watited for the Llions to get
up. A short distance further, another dog-
like creature made his appearance, and by
his shape, we bmediately toentified it as a
brown hyena. Two scarce anbmals tn one
sighting... that was amazing!

The llons sat wp and started focusing on

the hevd of impala anol wildebeest, and as

the aavdwolf disappeared tnto the darkmness,
and the brown hyenn Lloped off, we moved
closer to the pride. Suddenly, a lone fewale
impala came vunning from the far end of
the clearings and was heading stratght for
the lions. we could not understand why she
was  running  towards them with great
speed, wnkil we saw the spotted hyena that
was chasing her. Excitement on the vehi-
cle..we may see owr Rill sooner than we
thought! At the last possible moment, she
noticed the lions though and veered off to
avoid thewm, but the hyena ran straight tnto
the pride. The wext moment, the bush
erupted with wmanic screams and growls as
the Lions rolled the hyena over and over, try-
ing to get a bite ln. Fortunately for the
hyena, these youngsters were not very ex-
perienced and he wanaged to get away,
bolting off with his tail between his Legs.

As we were still talking excitedly about our
luck and the turn of events, the brown
hyenn came running back to investigate
what all the woise was about, hoping he
coulal possible scavenge food from someone.
Awnd he did the same thing his cousin did...
he ran blindly into the pride. Another volley
of screams and wolses erupted from the

group of lions as they trieol to pin down the
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SUNSET AT RONDAVEL CLEARING—C. vd Berg

brown hyena, but again they did not succeed and the brown hyena, with long shaggy coat
evect, ran off tn the opposite dirvection.

Needless to say, the adult females veturned from thelr intentions to hunt and joined the
youngsters, knowing that all the commotion had alerted every tmpala and wildebeest in the
avea to the danger and a hunt would just have to wait.

We Left the clearing with the young Lions playfully chasing each other, the aardwolf scur-

rylng avound in the distance, smiles on our faces and the sun setting on another incredible

day in this very speetal corner of Africa...

Above: “The sun had just dropped behind the mowntaing as we sat quietly waiting for the
Lions to stir...” (Photo: C vd Berg)
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The opinions expressed in this newsletter are thosd the authors and
do not in anyway reflect the official view of the Mrth West Parks and
Tourism Board.

Madikwe Game Reserve
PO Box 10
Nietverdiend
2874
Phone: 018-350-9931/2
Fax: 018-350-9933

Email letters and contributions to:
dhofmeyr @telkomsa.net
mgoosen @telkomsa.net
Remember... all previous issues are available onlireg
www.madikwe-game-reserve.co.za



